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Steve Crabb shows you how to improve your 
landscapes with just a few clicks of your mouse

Taking pictures of landscapes can be one of the 
easiest forms of photography. Let’s face it, 
there are no people for you to try to organise, 

no waiting for animals to give that all-important 
position and no tourists (with any luck) to get in the 
way of your shot.

You would like to think it would be just a case of setting 
up your camera in front of a few hills and just taking 
the shot. But of course you’d be wrong. Yes, landscapes 
can be a more solitary experience, but it still requires a 
degree of discipline, effort and luck.

‘Light’ can make or break that illusive money shot. As 
all good tutorials will tell you, one of the secrets to a 
great landscape can rest on what time of day it is and 
how the light falls on your scene. The best times of day 
can be morning or afternoon as the low sun can cast long 
shadows that in turn create deep textures and a sense of 
three dimensions. Alternatively, a dark winter’s day with 
strong grey clouds can convey drama and mood.

Either way, you can fi nd yourself standing with your 
camera for a long time, waiting for the correct light con-
ditions. With the help of Photoshop, you can increase the 

likelihood of a successful shot in the editing process by 
applying some basic corrections and enhancing fi lters.

In this tutorial we will look at how to create an 
adjustment layer, adjust the levels in the image that 
enhance the tonal qualities, colour saturation, and 
unsharp masking.

Like any photography, these enhancements are 
applied with personal taste, depending on what you 
wish to get out of the subject matter. In our example 
below, we need to punch up the colours, especially the 
greens and blues, we need to sharpen the detail in the 
trees and stone walls and we need to enhance the tonal 
values.

Although Photoshop can be an invaluable aid with 
your landscape photography, it’s not a magic wand. 
If you are serious about your images, it is always 
advisable to spend more time on location getting it 
right in-camera fi rst. 

Remember also to bracket when shooting and shoot 
more than you need to, because a landscape can 
change dramatically within seconds as the clouds pass 
overhead or the sun sets.                                   WDC

When you are happy with your colour and tonal adjust-
ments, select the background layer, go to the menu bar 
and choose Filter > Sharpen > Unsharp Mask. In the 
palette options, drag the amount slider to the right. This 
increases the sharpness of the pixels, more noticeably 
around edges of objects.

From the menu bar choose Layer>New Adjustment 
Layer>Levels. Or you can choose the adjustment layer from 
the icon at the bottom of the layer palette. The icon is the 
fourth from the left and is a two-tone circle. The new layer 
will appear above the background image. The adjustment 
layer is a non-destructive layer that affects the whole image.

Create another adjustment layer, this time selecting the 
Hue and Saturation option. Here we will increase the 
colour saturation. Choose the Blue from the drop down 
menu. Use the Eyedropper tool to select the blue you 
wish to enhance and pull the Saturation slider to the right. 
Don’t go too far or you will start to affect other blues.

Repeat this process with the greens, in order to bring out 
more punch in the grass and folidge. Use the + dropper 
to select a more dynamic range of colours or choose 
the - dropper to subtract colours. You can also click, hold 
and drag across a range of colours that you wish to select 
with the dropper tool.

With adjustment layers being non destructive, until 
you fl atten the image, they can be accessed at any time. 
The image can be closed and re-opened, the adjustment 
layer double clicked and re-edited. 
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Basic Enhancements

To enhance your 
landscape images 
with just a few basic 
enhancements.
Punch up the colour, 
tone and sharpness
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TOOLS AND SKILLS 
Adjustment Layers
Levels
Hue & Saturation
Unsharp mask
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The levels palette displays a Histogram illustrating the tonal 
values of the image. The left slider is the highlights, the middle 
is the mid tones and the right, the shadows. Pull the shadow 
slider to the left to increase brightness to a desirable position. 
Adjust the mid tones either left or right. You can adjust indi-
vidual colours from the drop down menu.

ONE-STOP LIFT
If you don’t want to spend a lot 
of time enhancing your images 
and would like to give your shots 
a quick one-stop lift, then follow 
these simple steps:

STEP 1. DUPLICATE
Duplicate the background layer 
and set the  Layer Blend Mode to 
Overlay.

STEP 2. HUE
Open the Hue and Saturation 
palette and pull the Hue slider 
right up to 180.

STEP 3. INVERT
Invert the layer ( Image > 
Adjustments > Invert ) and reduce 
the opacity down to about 30% 
or 40%.

You should now have an 
image that is lighter with 
enhanced colour.  Because the 
enhancements are on a separate 
layer, the original image has been 
left untouched.

HUE/SATURATION: CTRL + U

LEVELS: CTRL + L

DUPLICATE LAYER: CTRL + J

INVERT: CTRL + I

UNDO: CTRL + Z

Adobe Photoshop 
7.0, CS & Elements 3.0
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quick tip
INCREASING CONTRAST USING 
A LAYER MASK 
Increase contrast without 
underexposing and losing detail 
in dark areas.

STEP 1. LAYER MASK
Add a new ‘Brightness/Contrast’ 
layer mask (Layer> New 
Adjustment Layer> Brightness/
Contrast). Select a ‘Contrast’ value 
and click OK.

STEP 2. APPLY IMAGE
Select the layer mask and use the 
‘Apply Image’ tool (Image> Apply 
Image) to apply the following 
properties:
Source: Filename
Layer: Background
Channel: RGB
Invert: Uncheckmarked
Blending: Multiply
Opacity: 100%

Click OK.

Originally from the 
Isle of Wight, Steve 
holds a diploma in 
photography and has 
worked in design for 
20 years. A Photoshop 
artist for clients 
including Body Shop 
and the FA, he is 
also  an author and 
magazine contributor.
 www.whatdigitalcamera.com
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